At a recent meeting of the Obstetrical Society of London, Mr Truman read a report of a fatal case of tubal extra-uterine foetation where death took place from sudden rupture of the tube at the end of the third month of pregnancy.
Mr Roper remarked that in the two cases of tubal pregnancy which had occurred in his practice, complete rupture of the cyst took place at the seventh or eighth week of pregnancy, and death rapidly followed from haemorrhage into the peritoneal cavity. Coincident with the first symptoms in each case there were symptoms of menstruation. He believed that when the ovum was in the free part of the tube (not that part which passes through the uterine wall), rupture, partial or entire might be expected at the seventh or eighth week of pregnancy, as at this period the ovum became so large that the tube would not allow of further distention without giving way; it was therefore at this period that we might look for the first symptoms of the accident. Diagnosis of the nature of the case would be importantly confirmed by noting the time at which the first symptoms happen (whether at a catamenial period), and the actual existence of a menstrual discharge. The uterus being unoccupied, the discharge might be regarded as truly menstrual, coming from the lining membrane of the uterus ; and the increased functional activity of the reproductive organs at this particular period, the additional afflux of blood, and the turgesence of the vessels concerned in nourishing the ovum, were coincident circumstances likely to determine or hasten rupture. quantities and tea relax all the tissues, and the skin among the rest. The female acquires, after a time, a perfectly sodden appearance, which is quite characteristic ; the flesh pale and soft and moist, the abdomen full of flatus.
" But we are told that such a diet is good for the flow of milk. In the early period of lactation, however, there is likely to be too much, rather than too little milk ; and, with regard to the quality of that milk, if we compare it with other secretions, we must suppose that it will be most perfect in its character, and so most suitable to build up the child, when the general health of the
